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sessed them. His gentleness, modesty, and social habits won
for him the good-will of his acquaintances and pupils."

* He was always," says Dr. Osgood, " dignified in his de-
portment. He was usually serious, but often facetious and
pleasant. He was an agreeable companion, and eminently
social with all who shared his friendship. He was greatly
beloved by all who knew him. His habits were strictly ab-
stemious, and he neither took wine nor strong drink. He was
punctual in his attendance upon public worship, and ever
opened his school with prayer. I never heard him use a
profane word, and never saw him lose his temper."

Mr. Fessenden, in a letter addressed to the literary execu-
tors, after Mr. "Webster's decease, observes:

" The first I ever knew of Daniel Webster was immediately after he left
college, and was employed by my father, the secretary of the Trustees of
Fryeburg Academy, to become the principal instructor in that institution.
He was not, when he commenced, twenty years old. I heard no one com-
plain that his scholarship was not adequate to the duty he had assumed.
On the contrary, I heard the Bey. Dr. Nathaniel Porter, of Oonway, and
my father, the Key. "William Fessenden, of Fryeburg, both of whom were
good scholars, and the former, Dr. Porter, a very great man, say that
Daniel Webster was then a very good scholar for one of his years. He
did, while at Fryeburg, exhibit traits of talent and genius which drew
from those two divines, and from other professional' gentlemen, unqualified
praise of his powers of mind. I remember very distinctly hearing my
father remark that, if Mr. Webster should live, and have health, and pur-
sue a straightforward course of industry and virtue, he would become
one of the greatest men this country had produced."

His reading at Fryeburg was chiefly in history and politics,
and English literature. He began then to investigate carefully
some parts of the political history of the United States. He read
Adams's Defence of the American Constitutions, Williams's Ver-
mont, and Mosheim's Ecclesiastical History; and he continued
his reading of Blackstone's Commentaries. Here, too, he found
Mr. Ames's celebrated speech on the British treaty, and com-
mitted it to memory. He read the Spectator and the Tatler,
and the whole of Pope's poetical works, with many other things.
Some idea of his industry may be formed from this list, when
we remember that he was at the same time teaching a school,
and copying deeds four evenings in the week.